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Abstract 
Homework is an important part of teaching and learning process in which teachers very often use it in the teaching process. 
During teaching pro -
partnership in public prima
year of experience, age, gender, their view of their relation with students and the time their students spend for homework were 
investigated. The universe of research consisted of teachers whose work in public primary schools in Istanbul. In the present 
study, a personal information sheet and a questionnaire developed by the researcher-Homework Partnership Questionnaire 
personal information sheet -area, age, gender, marital 
status, their view of their relation with students, approximately how much time their students spend for homework and number of 
children they have. 
Keywords: Homework, homework partnership, teacher-student partnership 
1. Introduction 
development. Homework has historically been an acceptable means to have students practice skills and read new material to 
discuss in class (Sallee & Rigler, 2008,47). These educational purposes of homework can be reached depending on 
a
development. Cooper (2011) reported that even less homework assignment make students improve their self-
regulation and academic achievement. M
 
Previous studies examining the relationship between academic achievement and homework have investigated 
whether there are significant differences according to the amount of homework assigned, time spent on homework 
and the amount of homework actually completed  (Cooper, Lindsay, Nye, & Greathouse, 1998; Trautwein, Koller, 
Schmitz, & Baumert, 2002; Zimmerman & Kitsantas, 2005). Although most studies concerning elementary schools 
have not concluded any relationship between academic achievement and homework, Cooper (2009) has mentioned 
positive correlations between academic achievement and homework for the high school students. 
 For example, Cooper et al. (1998) found that the amount of homework the student actually completed rather 
than the amount of homework assigned had more impact on academic achievement. Although the results were 
consistent across students from younger elementary to high schools, the amount of homework actually completed 
had more impact on high school students rather than younger elementary school students. Hong, et al. (2011) * This study was funded by Istanbul University (UDP). 
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effectiveness of homework assigned on school achievement, developing responsibility and autonomy in academic 
behavior was considered as the 
 
         Murphy and Decker (1989) presented approxima
homework assigned.  Results indicated that in schools there is a lack of assistance to help students complete their 
homework. Results also showed that only 20% of students complete poorly when teachers communicate homework 
expectations to parents in effective manners such as class letters, open houses, phone calls, parent conferences. 
Hong et al. (2011) reported a study conducted in China which investigated whether there is correlation between 
gender and homework behaviors of mathematics and English courses in 10 graders. In the study, both students and 
different standard for their homework b
homework behavior more negatively than did female students.  Findings indicated that there might be domain 
specific gender biases due to the fact that there was more teacher-student rating difference in English course and the 
 
2. Aim and method 
2.1. The aim and procedure of the study 
view of homework and homework partnership in 
with respect to their year of experience, age, gender, their view of their relation with students and the time their 
students spend for homework. 
respect to their age, gender, the year of experience, their view of their relation with students and the time their 
students spend for homework. The research conducted with 232 (123 male and 109 female) public primary school 
teachers in Istanbul.  
2.2. Data Collection and Analysis 
      In the present study, a personal information sheet and a questionnaire developed by the researcher-Homework 
personal information sheet 
year of experience, age, gender, their view of their relation with students and the time their students spend for 
homework. 
 Chi-
questionnaire. For each question in the questionnaire, frequency table and significant correlation were examined at 
least p<0.5. 
 
3. Results 
The age distribution of 232 teachers was at age of 23 to 28 (16%), 29 to 34 (22%), 35 to 40 (19%) and above 42 
(41%). Moreover, the teachers have 1 to 5 years of experience (17%), 6 to 10 years of experience (21%), 11 to 15 
years of experience (19%) and 16 & above 16 years of experience (40%). Teachers considered their relationship 
with their students as excellent (40%), good (59%), average (1%). All teachers who are participating the study have 
assigned homework which needs to spend at most 30 minutes (11%) 30 minutes to 60 minutes (63%) and 60 
minutes to 90 minutes (25%). 
questionnaire items; therefore, it could be assumed that gender has no effect on assigning homework.  
 
 
Groups Is homework considered as a tool to make students communicate each Total X
2 df p 
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Yes No 
 Experience 
1-5 years 20 21 41 8,189 3 ,042 
%-Rate 48,8% 51,2% 100,0% 
6-10 years 24 26 50 
%-Rate  48,0% 52,0% 100,0% 
11-15 
years 14 32 46 
%-Rate 30,4% 69,6% 100,0% 
16 & 
above 28 67 95 
 %-Rate 29,5% 70,5% 100,0% 
Total 86 146 232 
                      %-Rate 37,1% 62,9% 100,0%   
       
Table 1. Chi-square results: Effects of experience on item questioned whether homework is considered as a tool to 
make students communicate each other. 
As shown in the Table 1, the result of Chi-Square Test showed that there was relationship between the item of 
between students decrease; therefore, it could be assumed that less experienced teachers use homework to contribute 
to  
Groups 
Do you take into consideration your 
 Total X2 df p 
Yes No 
Time spent for 
homework 
Below half 
an hour 2 24 26 11,652 2 ,003 
%-Rate 7,7% 92,3% 100,0% 
Half an 
hour-an 22 124 146 
%-Rate 15,1% 84,9% 100,0% 
An hour 
and above 20 40 60 
%-Rate 33,3% 66,7% 100,0% 
Total 44 188 232 
                      %-Rate 19,0% 81,0% 100,0%   
Table 2. Chi-square results: Effects of time spent for homework on item questioned whether teachers take into 
.  
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As shown in Table 2, the result of Chi-Square Test showed that there was significant relationship between the 
nd on homework 
(X2=11,652; p<0.5). While the teachers who assigned homework above an hour with response yes is (33.3%) and 
ability assign homework which last more; therefore, it could be assumed that teachers consider homework time as an 
 
The result of Chi- enefit 
 (X2=12,930; p<0.5). The teachers 
-5 years of experience (4.9%). It could 
be assumed that more experienced teachers assigned homework not only for reinforcing the knowledge and 
preparation for next class but also for preparing students for their future life. 
The result of Chi-Square Test showed that there was significant relationship between teachers
 (X2=9,578; p<0.5)
to the item were at age of 35-40 (63.6) and above 41 (41.2%). According to the results, the older teachers are, the 
less they speak about homework with parents; therefore, it could be assumed that younger teachers consider 
homework as a tool to communicate with parents.   
        The result of Chi- f their 
(X2=6,493; p<0.5). It can 
be deduced that teachers who have good relations with their students can motivate the students to do their 
homework. 
4. Discussion 
Results showed that 40% of teachers have had 16 & above 16 years of experience and 41% of teachers were 
above 42 years old. All teachers who are participating in the study have assigned homework which needs to spend 
30 minutes to 60 minutes (63%), 60 minutes to 90 minutes (25%) and at most 30 minutes (11%). There was no 
assumed that gender has no effect on assigning homework.  
xperience increase, their views of homework as communication tool among students 
decrease. Moreover, the older teachers are, the less they speak about homework with parents; therefore, it could be 
assumed that older teachers did not consider homework as a tool to communicate with parents.  
therefore, it could be assumed that teachers consider homework time as an opportunity to improve their interest and 
ability. 
The present study has attempted to raise the teacher awareness 
assigning homework. It will be suggested that besides improving academic achievement, teachers should take into 
consideration stude
assigning homework. 
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